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Principal: Marie Lardino 

THE VOICE  
 October 2011 

G8 High School Open Houses. Year after year these events seem to sneak 

up on G8 parents and students. Please be reminded that public and private 
school open houses are held as early as October. To assist families with this im-

portant decision, V.I.S. has arranged for Michelle Keeley, life coach, teacher, and 
teen expert, to come in to provide sessions about school choices for parents. 

Stay tuned for more details. In the meantime, the TDSB website has all the dates 
of public open house dates and private school websites include their dates and 

admissions information. Check nowñitõs a good idea to visit all schools of po-

tential interest and be clear on their admissions deadlines. Below is a link to the 

TDSB Open House Schedule: 
http://www.tdsb.on.ca/_site/ViewItem.asp?siteid=9972&menuid=5741&pageid=5019  
 

Happy Rosh Hashanah 
to our Jewish Families Field trips! Travel! Projects ! And now, 

our annual original workshop play based 

on this yearõs theme Global Diversity is 
soon to be in the works, so please mark 

those calendars so you wonõt miss our 
performance at the Glenn Gould Studio 

on the evening of Thursday, Dec 22.  

Prepare to spend an evening being  

enthralled, entertained, impressed and 

very, very proud!  

 
(Two tickets will be provided to each 

family and additional tickets will be made 

available for purchase for grandparents, 

siblings, cousins, friends and anyone else 
who would like to be a part of this very 

special evening.) 

A Great Start  
to a New Year!  

http://www.tdsb.on.ca/_site/ViewItem.asp?siteid=9972&menuid=5741&pageid=5019


Photo Day at V.I.S. Photo Day was postponed from Friday,  

September 30 to Thursday, October 6 at 9am out of respect for our Jewish 

Families who would be celebrating Rosh Hashanah and their children who 

would be away for the group photos. Donõt forget, students are required to 

wear clean white logo t-shirts, khakis, green hoodies and their black shoes.  

 

V.I.S. bus tickets.  Individual bus tickets are available for occasional riders 
at a cost of $3 each. Space cannot, of course, be guaranteed since those stu-

dents who have yearly passes take precedence. Tickets can only be bought 
at the school office NOT on the school bus. Students who use the bus to 

get to sports practices only will NOT need to  pay for their tickets on those 

trips. 

 
Immunization Clinics. Toronto Public Health will once again be visiting 

the school to provide publicly funded vaccinations. They will provide Hepati-

tis B and Meningitis vaccines to G7 student and Human Papilloma Virus 
(HPV) vaccine to G8 female students. During the school year, three clinics 

will be scheduled to accommodate all three vaccines. Students are required 

to receive a series of doses to get full protection as follows: 

 

¶ Meningitis vaccineña single dose 

¶ Hepatitis B vaccineñ2 doses; a minimum of 168 days between doses 
¶ HPV vaccineñ3 doses, a minimum of 30 days between 1st and 2nd 

dose, and a minimum of 90 days between 2nd and 3rd doses. 

 

The first clinic is for Meningitis and dose one of Hepatitis B and HPV and is 
scheduled for the morning of Tuesday, November 15, 2011. Forms will 

go home to be signed and returned by those who wish to be immunized. 

 

Letõs get to know our V.I.S. Campus!  For the second year, V.I.S. stu-
dents had an opportunity to take a tour of the Distillery District with the 

historians of Segway Tours.  As a foundation for further study of our unique 

school campus, the V.I.S. students were given this interactive historical walk-

ing tour which shed a light on the Distilleryõs rich history, architecture and 

culture.  Our tour guides explained how the start of a small milling business 
in 1831 by brothers-in-law James Worts and William Gooderham, sparked 

the building of the largest distillery in the British Empire. Along with learning 
about Gooderham and Wortsõ growth as a company, students were intro-

duced to some of the collection of 40 Industrial Victorian buildings on this 
site.  Students were given a brief introduction to the architecture, original 

building functions as well as some great stories and legends about this 

unique historical location! 
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ò 

Our students think it's time that adults hear what kids have to say about 

taking better care of the earth -- for their sake!!  

 

A video of Severnõs powerful speech, clearly written and delivered in her 

own words, was shared with all our students this week at an impromptu as-

sembly. You could have heard the proverbial pin drop as they listened and 

watched. This video illustrates that kids have a VOICE, so we all agreed to 

send Severnõs message home with this Newsletter for parents to hear. It is 

so disappointing that 19 years after her speech was given, so little has 

changed. 
 

Please take a moment to listen to Severn Suzuki. 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZsDliXzyAY  

 
We wanted to send home every plea handed in by our students in support 

of Severn's message, but there were just too many to share in this newslet-

ter. So we agreed on the following statement, so thoughtfully articulated by 
Lenny Werner in G8: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AT  V.I.S. EVERY DAY IS EARTH DAY! 

 

Page 4 THE VOICE  

 

ò What if? ó 

Raised in Vancouver and Toronto, Severn Cullis-Suzuki had 

been camping and hiking all her life. When she was nine she 
started the Environmental Children's Organization (ECO), a 

small group of children committed to learning and teaching 
other kids about environmental issues. They were successful in 

many projects before 1992, when they raised enough money to 

go to the UN's Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. Their aim was 

to remind the decision-makers of who their actions or inac-

tions would ultimately affect. The goal was reached when 12-
year-old Severn closed a Plenary Session with a powerful 

speech that received a standing ovation. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZsDliXzyAY


Picture thousands of kids under the age of 18 with hands over their heads, 

guarding themselves from public debate about their parentsõ schooling 
choices. This is indeed an interesting image. When I left the public school 

system in 1999, I struggled deeply with the idea of turning good education 
into a privilege. I still believe it should be a right. Despite this, I am more 

loyal to education for all its value, and to my need to develop an educational 
model that can be shared with anyone interested in similar outcomes.  It is 

not my intention to keep secrets about what I have learned. I am an educa-

tor first, and with this role, comes the desire that every child who attends 
school be given the opportunity to learn for the love of learning, regardless.     

     
In my own school, I am reminded every day that kids do not have a choice 

over the school they go to. We want them to have a say about which school 

serves them best; in fact, their ability (or inability) to see themselves in a 
school, is essential to their potential to learn there.  However, the engineers 

of final decisions are their parents, most of them, admitting that although 
they are loyal to the public system, they are more loyal to their childõs 

needs. But the arguments about private vs. public continue on all sides.  And 
while this is going on, so does deflection about the most prevailing issue at 

hand.  Namely, regardless of the economic, social, religious and/or cultural 

backgrounds of students ð and given their diverse intelligences, gifts, weak-
nesses, gaps, emotional dilemmas, anxieties, complex family structures, and a 

multitude of other factors, what is it that òeveryó school should be doing to 

address these needs?  And since I have observed that many of the kids at-

tending my school experience their own unique troubles, I have come to 
consider external arguments about where they should be learning, as a com-

plete waste of my time.  Kids are kids, and their learning requirements are 

all equally important. So I choose to focus on my students first.  From this 
perspective, I pay no tribute to debates anchored on òwhichó educational 

option is most politically correct, as this practice only serves to create dis-

traction from what truly matters. 

   

In the end, what is it that school children deserve ð in every school (public 
or private), in every neighborhood, in every region, in every sector?  How 

can education become more  holistic,  compassionate, empathetic and more 
attentive to its own needs (not the systemõs needs), in every school? 

 
The tendency to focus on private vs. public is a counterproductive practice, 

not to mention destructive in the end. Ultimately, these arguments do not 

serve to improve education. Given that all schools should provide equally 
(Contõd on Page 6) 

THOUGHTS ON EDUCATION: Public VS. Private  

by Marie Lardino  
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òThe engineers of 

final decisions are 

the parents, most 

of them, admit-

ting that although 

they are loyal to 

the public system, 

they are more 

loyal to their 

child's needs.ó 



valuable learning experiences for every child ð then what should educators be 

talking about? What are the gifts offered to kids in successful modelsñand 

how could these be shared through a sense of tolerance and awareness of 

each otherõs efforts? Is each school having discussions about approaches that 
address a diversity  of learning styles and a multitude of intelligences? Given 

that the public school system is multi tiered and prone to òcatchment areasó, 

can every school be good, regardless of where kids live? Can we all take a 
look in our own backyards and ponder hard enough to discover how kids 

feel about our schools? Could we focus on òeducationó first, with all its com-

plexities, its requirements, and the requirements of a rapidly changing world, 

and begin to question our current schooling climate -- demanding, unforgiv-

ing, and fueled by a race for grades meant to serve the needs of global com-
petition?  How do we promote a sense of belonging and safety in each of our  

schools? If these were our questions, we could then begin to focus on the 
emotional, social and academic sensibilities of kids from a place of òjust 

causeó.  Most ideally, the answers could be left to those who live the realities 
of the classroom and their schools ð  and to those who are best able to talk 

to problems at hand because they are òfeltó. 

    
Philosophical differences between systems (and schools) can sort themselves 

out, organically, gradually and meaningfully, the day that òeducationó acquires 
a shared meaning; perhaps, accountability to its learners (academic excellence 

and preparedness for future social challenges), the responsibility to teach to-
ward the betterment of the planet, and the importance of respect toward 

each other and all living things. In the immediate, the only thing that matters 

is whether any school, public, alternative, charter, private, separate, or inde-
pendent, is doing a good job according to these core values. If they donõt pass 

the test, we can begin to blame certain schools; but not, because of their op-
erational structures. The question is more about whether or not each model 

dedicates its budget to honest spending. It should be a given, that ethical 

schooling does not squander money on personal interest.  Budgets must be 
used wisely to provide a quality education above all.  And unless the private 

system is doing irreparable financial damage to its counterpart, why are we 
arguing?  As I see it, private school parents continue to pay due taxes to the 

public system, whether or not their children attend there. Respectively, pri-
vate schools are not dependent on public funds. 

       

Many private schools today come to the job of teaching with honest goals, 
and are born out of need to make change to a system that many parents and 

educators see as failing. This reaction is not altogether negative, if and  

(Contõd on P.7) 

THOUGHTS ON EDUCATION: Public VS. Private (Contõd)
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òCould we focus 

on ôeducationõ first, 

with all its  

complexities, its 

requirements, and 

the requirements 

of a rapidly 

changing planet, 

and begin to 

abandon this  

current (relentless 

and damaging) 

òsurvival of the 

fittestó educational 

mandate?ó 



 
when it produces schools that foster a love of learning.  Stereotyping every 

educational alternative as the enemy, will only delay changes that could be 

taking place in a system requiring role modelling. Blaming teachers for 
òwhere they want to teachó does not lead to solutions either.  This practice 

has no place within the context of education, especially if education claims to 
teach tolerance.   

      
What we need is a shared language and a public mandate that òeveryó school, 

private or public, do the best job possible to address the unique require-

ments of learners.  The current mandate, so seemingly dedicated to the pro-
motion of high achievement, pays tribute to a òone size fits alló ideology that 

has little to do with kids in general. This is òschoolingó.  Education is so much 
more than this. It is an all-encompassing, multi-layered, complex idea that in-

fuses lessons in critical thinking, peace, mutual understanding, global citizen-

ship and empathy, and celebrates the inclusion of multiple intelligences, effort 
and creativity, no matter how it is funded.  

 
Intolerant and stereotypical, the private vs. public debate ironically serves to 

point out ongoing deficiencies in education. It also contradicts basic principles 
of democracy. As a society, it would be so much more useful to dedicate our 

efforts (and discussions) to the big idea, and to the learning needs of every 

young person, everywhere. 
 

Music Program Kicks Off with a Great Start!  I am thrilled to be a part 

of such a talented and welcoming community as V.I.S.  While working hard to 

establish an understanding of the basics of music (such as notation, chord dia-
grams, and tuning), students have already shown that they are keen to per-

form, with G7B playing an impromptu arrangement of Beethovenõs òOde to 

Joyó to a very impressed Ms. Lardino. We are currently focussing  on creat-

ing and rehearsing group arrangements for our first òCupola Recording Ses-

sionó.  These monthly recording sessions will allow students to monitor their 
musical progress and will help them to develop critical listening skills.  A spe-

cial thank you to the G5&6s who, in spite of being Voiceõs largest music class, 
have shown great respect to me and to one another by observing our òtable 

topó* silence rule ð great job everyone! 

 
* òTable Topó = uke is placed strings down on lap or table thereby preventing any                     

strumming = easy communicating 

THOUGHTS ON EDUCATION: Public VS. Private (Contõd) 
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òMany private 

schools today are 

born out of a 

need to make 

change to a sys-

tem that parents 

and educators 

see as failing. 

This response is 

not altogether 

negative, if it 

lends reflection 

to that which 

should be chang-

ing in the public 

system.ó 

MUSIC NOTES with Mr. Dubé  



Another summer has passed and our wonderful harvest season is upon 

us. This month we will be sampling some of Ontario's finest produce 

through healthy and delicious recipes that the children can bring home to 
try on the whole family. The children are also studying factors that influence 

their personal food choices, and how they affect their day-to-day activi-
ties. We are assessing these choices in relation to the food groups in Can-

adaõs Food Guide and learning how to read the nutrition values. Food pres-
ervation, another important aspect of food preparation, has also been a 

topic of discussion. 

 

Octoberõs classes will be dedicated to safety in the kitchen including washing 

and handling foods and the proper and safe use of kitchen knives. 

 
This is going to be a very exciting year, and I am very happy that I am a part 

of the V.I.S. team once again. Happy Harvest! 
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WHATõS IN THE POT? with Chef Chris 

On Monday, October 3, the G5&6 students are venturing on 

an exciting field trip  to McVean Farm. 150 years old, 
McVean Farm marks the beginning of Brampton. In 1970, the 

land was taken over by the Toronto and Region Conser-
vation group but has recently been reclaimed to use by a 

farming collective. òFarmstartó is the  collective of farmers 
that work off of McVean Farm.  

 

The farmers behind òFarmstartó are young, relatively new 
and have for the most part ditched their office jobs down-

town to work the land with the objective to produce smaller 
scale organic food on local farms. Further to growing food, 

the not-for-profit organization offers programs for fellow 

farmers such as òNew Farmers Incubator Programó and òNew 

Canadians, New Farmersó ð providing access to farmland,  

equipment and related workshops. 



English 8. In G8 English this term, weõre exploring the idea of òthe jour-

neyó as part of our overall school theme of òinternational diversityó. In our 

group reading, weõre analyzing personal essays/travel literature by writers 

such as Pico Iyer, Robert Louis Stevenson, and Alice Waters. Taking these 
authors as role models, weõre doing our own travel writing: in role as 19th 

century travellers to Fort York and from the personal experiences of our 

trip to Washington, D.C. 

 
In October, weõll be working on multi-media pieces mapping our interior 

journeys, a co-project integrated with Art taught by Mr. Weir. Using The 

Map as Art: Contemporary Artists Explore Cartography by Katherine Harmon 
and Gayle Clemans as inspiration, weõre 

finding creative ways to illustrate a physical 
and emotional/intellectual journey in our 

lives.  So far,  students are choosing to map 

their journeys from underdog to champion 
during a sports season, from confused 

Grade 6 to confident Grade 8, from unilin-
gual English speaker to bilingual Spanish/

English speaker, and from indifference to 
care and concern about the eco-system, among others. Each project will be 

accompanied by a properly formatted letter explaining the significance of the 

artwork. 

 

After all this creative, work, it will be time to buckle down and analyze the 

ideas, structure, and style of the work weõve been reading. Weõll spend a 

couple of weeks perfecting our outlines for a five-paragraph analytical essay, 
and then a couple more weeks writing, editing, and revising drafts of the es-

say. Weõll talk about making our arguments strong, using evidence, and con-
veying our ideas in effective, concise, articulate, and grammatically sound 

sentences and paragraphs. 

 

While this is happening, weõre also reading novels independently! Every G8 

student is required to read at least one novel per term, chosen from a list of 
25 classic novels. Novels are kept at school in the òbook binó and available 

to be read every day during silent reading or signed out for evenings and 
weekends. After completing a novel, students are required to complete a 

mini òresource packó analyzing the elements of the novel, including plot, 

character, setting, point-of-view, and theme and writing about their personal 

responses to the novel. 

 

MACISAACõS MOTIFS with Ms. MacIsaac 
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A shot features 

what looks at 
first like a mere 

scattering of 
garments on 

the floor; only 
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the visual asso-

ciation of a 

brown boot 

with Italy does 
the multicol-

ored pattern of 

Europe (2005) 
snap into view. 



Philosophy 8. In G8 Philosophy, weõre spending the year talking about the 

big questions of life: What is truth? Are we ever truly free? What is right 

and wrong? What is beauty? Where did the world come from and who is 

going to clean it up?ó as well as others. 

 
To begin with, we consider a truly basic question: What, exactly, is Philoso-

phy anyway? After creating a definition for ourselves through brainstorming 
and discussion, each student has chosen to research and write about a phi-

losopher. So far, the choices include everyone from Socrates to Richard 
Rorty and Martha Nussbaum, to Malcolm X. After finishing a written report, 

each student will create a drawing or small bust of his or her philosopher 

and weõll display all in a gallery of thinkers. 

 

The 2011-2012 school year is off to a great start! Judging from the  

proficiency that students have demonstrated in their work so far, we will be 

able to cover the curriculum with much time left for activities that will really 
solidify our learning and help us see how our skills can be applied to real life. 

 
This year we will also be working hard to master multiplication and division 

skills which will help improve accuracy and efficiency as we progress through 
the mathematics curriculum. 

 

Students will be writing weekly òmini-multió quizzes; 20 quick-draw 
questions that test their recall skills. We have spent some time in 

class practicing these skills by playing interactive on-line games such 
as òDivision Derbyó and òMath Timed Testó. I have encouraged 

students to spend 5-10 minutes a night playing these games online 
as they are a fun and effective way of helping improve quick recall 

skills. You can find these games and others at 

 http://hoodamath.com/games/. 
 

Over the next few weeks we will be moving into units dealing with decimals, 
fractions and percent which will tie in nicely with the upcoming Provincial 

election to take place October 6, 2011. Students will actually be participat-

ing in this election through òStudent Voteó an organization that runs student 
elections parallel to federal and provincial elections, allowing students to 

research the political system, parties and ultimately vote. We will use our 

data management and arithmetic skills to interpret the election results and 

learn more about our country`s electoral system. 

MACISAACõS MOTIFS with Ms. MacIsaac 
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òWEIRó MATHEMATICIANS with Mr. Weir 

http://hoodamath.com/games/


THE VOICE  

G5-8 Theatre.  Our theatre students will be exploring the "Foundations of 
Theatrical Expressionó and how the use of facial expression, body movement 

and sound can enable them to connect with the development of their char-

acters, setting, plot and their audi-
ence.  Together, we will be work-

ing towards an original workshop 
play based on this yearõs theme 

Global Diversity.  Our show is 
scheduled to be performed at the 

Glenn Gould Studio on Thursday, December 22, 2011.  Please stay tuned for 

further updates in upcoming newsletters, to get a sneak peak at our creative 
process during rehearsals! 

 
G7&8 History. Our students have been learning about what it is to be an 

historian. They have been discussing the different methods that historians 

use to gather, organize and synthesize information to provide an unbiased 
story of what happened in the past.  They have taken part in interactive 

Global Education Activities which have helped spark our discussions about 
being an historian and about our upcoming year in history.  Students have 

been analyzing why we study history and, through discussion, our young his-
torians have realized that they can see the past and build on their future.  

They see that history is change and change comes from cooperation, dis-

agreements and conflict.  Now, the door to our story can open, with the 
completion of their title page! 

 

G7 History. In the next week, our G7s will be engaged in a review of  

famous explorers and their race for the North West Passage. Through those 
discussions we will be focusing our study on the settlement of New France. 

The first stop on our historic trip: 1534ñThe world of Jacques Cartier.  In 

fact, he will be visiting our classes next week to tell about his adventurers in 
the New World.  How will he fare in this New World? Wait and see!  

 

G8 History. G8 students will be diving right into the study of Canadaõs 

Confederation this term in History.  Queen Victoria has already dropped by 

and parliamentary discussions are in full swing to find an appropriate capital 
city for the new Province of Canada (The Union Act 1841).  John A. Mac-

donald will also be paying a visit to convince the people of British North 
America that it is time to Confederate.  He will be outlining the Factors of 

why the colonies should do so!  CTV-Confederation T.V. will be on air in a 
few weeks as well! Keep your eyes peeled for updates on whether or not 

the colonies of BNA will join together under one strong centralized govern-

ment or not! 
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WHATõS UP WITH WEBB with Ms Webb 

òAll action on the stage must have an  
inner justification,  

be logical, coherent, and real." 
Stanislavski.   

Let the thrill of 

learning begin!  Hav-
ing been a part of 

the V.I.S. community 

from the beginning, I 

have had the privi-
lege to see some 

innovative and in-

credible learning 
take place!  I am 

truly excited to get 

started on another 

wonderful year of 

academic adven-
tures. I wish to ex-

tend a warm wel-
come to new stu-

dents and parents 
joining us this year 

and also to the re-

turning students 
ready to take that 

next step.   

http://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=78cca595493e0b41&page=play&resid=78CCA595493E0B41!211&type=1&Bpub=SDX.Photos&Bsrc=Photomail&parid=78CCA595493E0B41%21209&authkey=eFR4noDhQKA%24
http://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=78cca595493e0b41&page=play&resid=78CCA595493E0B41!212&type=1&Bpub=SDX.Photos&Bsrc=Photomail&parid=78CCA595493E0B41%21209&authkey=eFR4noDhQKA%24
http://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=78cca595493e0b41&page=play&resid=78CCA595493E0B41!213&type=1&Bpub=SDX.Photos&Bsrc=Photomail&parid=78CCA595493E0B41%21209&authkey=eFR4noDhQKA%24


What do you value? The G5 and 6 students meet weekly with me in  

Circle class where they get to take part in discussions and activities that 

promote open communication, critical thinking and problem solving.  

  

An activity which helped students clarify the concept of value through ex-
ploring what they think and feel is of value to them.  Initially in pairs, stu-

dents were given an envelope containing nine pictures and were asked to 
rank them in diamond formation using the criterion of "value." The picture 

representing what was of most value to the students was placed at the top 
of the diamond. The two pictures that represent items at the next, slightly 

lower level of value were placed side by side below the top picture; the 

three next form the centre row, followed by two at the next level.  The pic-
ture placed at the foot of the diamond was the one considered by the pair 

to represent what they view as being the best value.   
  

When the pairs completed their task, they formed groups of six.  Each pair 

explained and sought to justify their ranking to the other two pairs. Through 

their discussions they considered that some things have more value than 

others.  They started to see what influences those choices.  Discussion en-
abled our students to identify the difference between the cost of something 

and its value.    

Grade 8 Science . Osmosis, mitosis, meiosis, and active transport, oh my!  

How do cells move, expand, and reproduce and what does that tell us about 

the natural world?  When you peel an orange on one side of the room, how 

come I am able to smell it on the other?  This is all about cells and is a great 

lead-in to our studies on particle theory which are coming up next! 
 

G8 Global Studies. People came to North America for many different 
reasons at many different times and settled in many different areas.  We are 

currently exploring why people chose to set-up homesteads where they did 
and how those decisions influenced the make-up of Canada as we know it.  

Students are given ample time in this class to explore and debate opinions 

and ideas of culture, class, and poverty.  We also keep a close eye on cur-
rent global issues with daily current event reports. 
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MILROYõS MUSINGS with Mr. Milroy  

WHATõS UP WITH WEBB (Contõd) 

http://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=78cca595493e0b41&page=play&resid=78CCA595493E0B41!216&type=1&Bpub=SDX.Photos&Bsrc=Photomail&parid=78CCA595493E0B41%21209&authkey=eFR4noDhQKA%24
http://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=78cca595493e0b41&page=play&resid=78CCA595493E0B41!217&type=1&Bpub=SDX.Photos&Bsrc=Photomail&parid=78CCA595493E0B41%21209&authkey=eFR4noDhQKA%24
http://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=78cca595493e0b41&page=play&resid=78CCA595493E0B41!218&type=1&Bpub=SDX.Photos&Bsrc=Photomail&parid=78CCA595493E0B41%21209&authkey=eFR4noDhQKA%24


G6 English. Weõve started off the year with an exciting poetry project 

where by the end of the unit, not only will students have been exposed to 
all sorts of types of poetry and will have had opportunities to reflect on vari-

ous themes and concepts, but will have created their very own book of 
original poems. Following this we will be moving into a novel study examin-

ing the events that took place in Tiananmen Square in Beijing in the Spring of 
1989. 

 

G6 Math. Aside from our Problems Of The Day that serve to shake the 

summer cobwebs from the òcalculationó part of the brain, we are examining 

the various formulae for discovering Area, Perimeter, and Surface Area of 
different shapes.  Students have had practice at this through designing and 

drawing (with all relevant measurements) their own floor plans for their ulti-

mate dream homes.  Later we will use these dream home designs to look at 
costs of living and personal financial stability. 

 

G6 Science. From Pegasus to the Wright Brothers to Amelia Earhart, we 

are not only studying the history and physics of flight but the social and envi-
ronmental impact it has had on our global culture.  Next?  We travel to 

outer spaceéwell, not literally. 

 
G7 Science. Grade 7õs are participating in our Ecosystem Fair where each 

student created a 3D model of a specific ecosystem (desert, ocean, moun-
tain, jungle, etc..) and the rest of the school was invited to tour these dis-

plays and have explained to them how all parts of our natural system are 
dependent upon each other. 
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MILROYõS MUSINGS with Mr. Milroy  



 

All classes started the year with French team building activities and brain-
storm exercises to establish the benefits of learning a second language. We 

explored the importance of cooperative learning and the value of risk taking 
to develop fluency and confidence. We followed with a whole school òget to 

know youó project entitled òLes Visages de Voixó (Faces of Voice).  Work-

ing within grade-specific expectations, each student was encouraged to re-
flect on how their strengths and personality contribute to the V.I.S. commu-

nity. Each student selected five adjectives to describe their personality and 

strengths, and in addition, the G7/8 students wrote an introductory para-

graph.  It was a great way to get to know each other and get our brains back 

in gear after a summer away.  
 

The program is now in full swing. The G8 classes are working on a review 
unit about Snacks around the World. While exploring themes such as inter-

national food, prices, menus, and ordering, we are reviewing core skills, such 

as oral presentation, reading comprehension and listening comprehension. 

We are also brushing up on some important grammar such as subject/verb 

agreement, irregular verbs and imperative form. This unit provides opportu-
nities to debate the benefits and drawbacks of fast food in a global context.  

As a culminating task, we will be staging our own òDragonõs Denó where 
students will play the role of young entrepreneurs and pitch a new concept 

for a Snack Bar. Stay tuned for more details! 

 

The G7s are also in the midst of a review unit entitled òLa Galaxie Virtuel-

leó. While exploring the themes of technology, comics and media, we are 
reviewing core skills,  such as oral presentation, reading comprehension and  
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PARLONS  avec Ms Patton 

Hello and bonjour!  Before introducing some of the exciting happenings in French this fall, I 

would like to take a moment to share my journey as a French language learner. Growing up 

in BC, I participated in a core French program, very similar to the one here at V.I.S. I enjoyed 

French and in high school, I pursued an Enriched program. My interested carried 
into my university experience where I continued to take French courses.  I also had 

the opportunity to spend a summer in Montreal participating in the Jõexplore pro-
gram, a government initiative to promote bilingualism through direct experience 

with French Canadian language and culture. This summer, I completed my FSL 

(French as a Second Language) Additional Qualification. and I plan to take the AIM 

Language Learning course this fall. These experiences provide me with an inside 

perspective into the ups and downs of learning a new language, allowing me to both 
empathize with the students and draw on firsthand experience regarding effective 

teaching and learning approaches. Itõs great to share my experience with the stu-

dents and discuss where learning a new language can take you if you are committed to lifelong 

learning. 



listening comprehension. We are also reviewing grammar skills such as  

possessive adjectives, frequently used adverbs and regular and irregular 

verbs. Based on a suggestion by one of the students, the G7s will be using 
technology to enhance their literacy skills. As a culminating task, they will use 

an online design program to write the ending of a comic introduced in the 
unit.  Iõm excited to witness their creative and technological genius in action! 

 
The G5 and 6 classes are gearing up for their Montreal trip with a unit all 

about food! Whatõs more, our next units, for both grades, focus on travel 

and tourism in Québec. So, what are we up to now? The G5 class is explor-
ing international food and cooking, while the G6 class develops their ordering 

and serving skills. We have a big goal: to order a meal in French during our 
trip! To prepare, the G5s are learning how to use subject pronouns, the pre-

sent tense of regular -er verbs and definite and indefinite articles. The G6õs 

are focused on the present tense of regular  ðer and ðre verbs, partitive arti-
cles and common adverbs and expressions of quantity. Through music, gram-

mar games and role play, we are learning important oral communication skills 

which we are eager to apply on the upcoming trip!  

Welcome and welcome back! As the Dance, G7/8 Spanish and G7Global 
Studies teacher, I look forward to a great year in this, my 12th year at V.I.S. 

 

Global Studies. The G7s are off as they dive into the world of maps, Can-

ada, and Canada's capitals and water bodies. As we learn and revisit our map-
ping skills and evaluation techniques, the cartographers of our future will 

soon begin to create downtown city maps of their own. Our V.I.S. 

neighbourhood extending all the way to the St. Lawrence Market will be 
mapped using our numerous resources and newly learned skills. 

 
Spanish.  As we learn and revisit the pronunciation of the Spanish alphabet, 

our numbers, days, months and conversational Spanish, our students are de-

veloping the skills to take them into their first assignments which will intro-
duce vocabulary related to the body and clothing (G7), and the Home (G8). 

 
Our V.I.S dancers have not only been busy realigning and strengthening their 

bodies through a routine of warm-up exercises, but also through their first 
challenging choreographic hip-hop piece. Once our dance is completed and 

performed in small groups, they will be on their way to becoming contempo-

rary dance choreographers while exploring dance through colour, emotion, 
and imagination in our first class project. 
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PARLONS  (Contõd) 

MOVING AND MAPPING with Ms Nicole  



English 

At the beginning of Term 1, the primary focus has been to facilitate an envi-

ronment where students feel comfortable and can acknowledge their areas 

of strength and needs for improvement within the English program. To un-

derstand the varied relationships all students in G5 and 7 have with reading 
and the written word, students were given a reading questionnaire in English 

to reflect on their feelings and perspectives about reading. Both classes also 
decorated personal bookmarks to use during silent reading at school and 

completed a multiple intelligence inventory to discover their different learn-

ing styles and discuss how they are applied within a classroom setting.  

 

The G5s have been asked to put on their ôimaginationõ caps to create and 
write instructions for their own board game inspired by their Term 1 novel 

study, Zilpha Keatley Snyderõs The Egypt Game about the creation of a 
sustained imaginative game by a group of children who share an interest in 

Ancient Egypt. The G7s have also begun their Term 1 novel study on John 

Steinbeckõs The Pearl, a tragic novella about family, song, music, hope, 

greed and evil. In the coming weeks, students will be completing a writing 

assignment about the song of their own family. Also they will continue to 
participate actively in discussion and take notes individually and/or in-class 

about important plot points, setting, characters and themes throughout the 
novel.  

 

Math. In Math, the G5õs are well on their way to a fun and challenging year. 

The program includes ôTextbook Wednesdaysõ, where students participate in 

focused investigation to build knowledge and understanding of core curricu-
lar concepts. This class is also an opportunity for students to engage in math 

discussion and reflection, as well as enhance learning skills such as neatness, 
organization and time-management. ôThematic Mondays/Fridaysõ focus on our 

ôJunior Mathematiciansõ developing accountability by engaging in student-

directed activities that place Math in a real-world context. Term 1 focuses 
on the development of logic, reasoning and problem-solving skills, but also 

allows students to readily apply the concepts covered in their foundation 
classes. ôTest Tuesdaysõ emphasize the importance of continuous student and 

teacher assessment as a way of gauging the studentõs strengths and areas for 

improvement. Currently, the G5s have been exploring the relationships be-
tween patterns and numbers and will soon delve into the wondrous world 

of whole numbers! 
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MS. MCCULLOUGHõS TID BITS 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zilpha_Keatley_Snyder


Science. Science is everywhere, especially within the Distillery District. Stu-

dents in G5 discovered numerous examples of science within the surround-

ing areas of their school and illustrated their findings by drawing quite col-
ourful representations of their found objects. More recently, students re-

viewed the uses of pulleys, gears and levers in our everyday lives and have 
just begun their study of the properties of and characteristics of matter. The 

G5s have already examined and learned about the properties of glue and are 
in the midst of conducting an experiment to figure out the strongest type of 

glue (glue stick, glitter glue or white glue).  Right now the classroom favour-

ite is white glue! 
 

Social Studies. Students in G5 began the year by produc-
ing a labeled world map in order to review important ter-

minology and familiarize themselves with the locations of 

countries and regions involved in this termõs primary focus 
of study: Ancient Civilizations. More recently, students par-

ticipated in a role-playing activity to share information 

about ancient civilizations with their class, using role-play, 

body movement and tableau. Currently, our class has been 
examining photos of early civilizations to decipher any simi-

larities and/or differences between the structures, while 

also discussing the studentõs prior knowledge about early 
cultures, mythology, architecture and social customs. 

 

Debate. The G7s started the term by discussing their personal viewpoints 

about the following quote made by Joseph Joubert; òIt is better to debate a 
question without settling it, than to settle a question without debating it.ó  Also, in 

small groups, the students brainstormed why people debate and what makes 

a good debater. At present, the G7s are learning that debate is about devel-
oping oneõs personal voice, values clarification, backing up your viewpoints 

with evidence and most importantly, participating in safe conflict with peers 
with humility and respect.    
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MS. MCCULLOUGHõS TID BITS 
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SPORTS CORNER with Coach Jeff  

Ultimate Frisbee a Flying Success. V.I.S. athletes kicked off the fall 

sports season in style on September 27, with a strong showing at the SSAF 
Ultimate Frisbee Championship held in Markham on what turned out to be a 

beautiful, sunny day. 
 

With so much interest in Ultimate this year, V.I.S. entered two teams in the 
12 team tournament and both teams qualified for the playoffs with 2-1  

records in pool play.  Voice A, comprised of G6s and 8s, advanced all the 

way to the semi-finals while the G5 and 7 team dropped a close quarter final 
match. 

 

Exhausted and elated from an amazing day, our student athletes deserve 

credit for their sportspersonship, teamwork, and determination.  I think it is 

safe to say that Ultimate is here to stay at V.I.S. 
 

Stay tuned here for the latest results from our upcoming fall sports including 

Boys Volleyball, Girls Basketball, Cross Country, and Indoor Soccer. 

FALL SEASON 

Somerset Fun Run (afternoon only)   Tues, Oct 4 
Cross Country Championships   Fri, Oct 14 

U12 Coed Indoor Soccer    Wed, Nov 2 
Boys Volleyball Final     Mon, Nov 28 

Girls Basketball Finals     Thurs, Dec 1 

  

WINTER SEASON 

U12 Coed Basketball Tournament 
Swim Meet 

Girls Volleyball Finals 
Boys Basketball Finals 

Ice Hockey Tournament 

SPRING SEASON 

U12 Badminton Round 1 and Championships 

Elementary Badminton Round 1 and Championships 
U12/ Elem. Boys/ Elem. Girls Ball Hockey Tournaments 

U12/ Elem. Boys/ Elem. Girls Soccer Tournaments 
Track and Field Meet 

òI think it is 

safe to say 

that Ultimate 

is here to stay 

at V.I.S.ó 

 

V.I.S 

ULTIMATE  

FRISBEE 

Congratulations 

to all of the play-
ers and thank you 

to all of our par-
ent volunteers for 

driving kids back 
at the end of the 

day; Suzanne 

Amos, Genny 
Day, Yvonne Car-

ling, Martina 
Triebe, and a 

huge thank you to 

parent and coach 
Kymberley Milroy 

for her generous 
donation of time 

and expertise al-
lowing us to suc-

cessfully field two 

teams. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 2011 -2012 (as of October 1, 2011) 

*new additions or changes  to previous editions appear in red 

G5&6 Trip to McVean Farm   Mon, Oct 3 
 
Photo Day/Panoramic Photo Day   Thurs, Oct 6, 9am 
 
Thanksgiving Day    Mon, Oct 10 
 
V.I.S. Open House for Interested Families   Wed, Oct 12,  10am 
 
G7&8 Trip to Washington   Tues, Oct 18 to Fri, Oct 20 
 
G5&6 Trip to Montreal   Wed, Oct 1 to Fri, Oct 20 
 
Photo Retake Date/Panoramic Rain date   Fri, Oct 28 9am 
 
V.I.S. Open House for Interested Families   Wed, Nov 9, 10am 
 
Curriculum Night   Wed, Nov 9 
 
Vaccination Day   Tues, Nov 15 
 
Reports Out   Wed, Dec 14 
 
Parent/Teacher Interviews   Thurs, Dec 15 and Fri, Dec 16 
 
P.A. Day   Fri, Dec 16  
 
December Performance   Thurs, Dec 22 
 
Winter Break (inclusive)   Mon, Dec 26 to Fri, Jan 6 
  
Mid-Term Exams    Mon, Feb  6 to Mon, Feb 13                                                  
 
Family Day   Mon, Feb 20 
 
Returning Students Enrollment Forms go Home   Tues, Feb 21 
 
Returning Students Enrollment Forms Due Back   Tues, Feb 28 
 
Outdoor Education Trip   Spring 
 
International Exposition   Thurs, March1 (evening) 
 
Reports Sent Out   Wed, March 7 
 
Student-as-a-Learner Parent Interview Night   Thurs, Mar 8, G5,6 (6-7pm) G7,8 (7-8pm) 
 
March Break (inclusive)   Mon, Mar 12 to Fri, Mar 23 
 
Local2Global   May (TBA) 
 
Good Friday & Easter Monday   Fri, Apr 6 & Mon, Apr 9 
 
Victoria Day    Mon, May 21 
  
Final Exams    Fri, June 1 to Fri, June 8 
 
Centre Island Picnic   Wed, June 13 
 
Graduation   Thurs, June 14 
 
Last Half Day of School   Fri, June 15, 9-12pm 

Note: Some dates might change so please check with the office for updates prior to booking travel. 
 

Casual Days: 

Oct (Tues) 

Nov (Wed) 

Dec (Thurs) 

Jan (Fri) 

Feb (Mon) 

March (Tues) 

April (Wed) 

May (Thurs) 

June (Fri) 
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THE VOICE  

When I went to Voice it was in the top floor of a church and sometimes there 

were services underneath so we would have to read or do homework or find 

other ways to be quiet. This is the best way I can describe what Voice was like 

back then ð we had to work with what was available. Our first trip was to Marieõs 
half-built cabin. We didnõt mind, it was kind of exciting. 

 

After the first year we moved to an old house that used to be a soap store. Our 

lockers were in the kitchen and there were chalkboards painted onto the walls. 
These details define the character of this school for me. It was about the quality 

of education; the academic reputation rather than aesthetics. 

 

After leaving Voice I majored in Drama at the Etobicoke School of the Arts. 

Once I had graduated I went backpacking across New Zealand for four months. 
When I came back I spent a year at the University of Toronto as a Humanities 

major, but couldnõt figure out what I was doing there so I took another year off. 

During this time I became very interested in photography. I applied to Ryerson 

for the Photography Studies program and was accepted ð Iõm currently halfway 
through my degree. In the past year Iõve had three publications of my work, been 

shown in seven exhibitions (two of which were part of CONTACT) and have re-

cently been offered a short internship with Larry Towell. Iõve also started running 

photography workshops, the first being with the G6 class at V.I.S. In January Iõll be 

going on exchange to Scotland for four months to study photography at Napier 
University in Edinburgh. 

 

I believe there are two types of people: those who keep knowledge to them-

selves and those who share it. I was taught by the second kind. For them, teach-

ing is both a passion and a purpose. I can trace this, find it manifested in myself. 
Middle school is a difficult time: you push back against everything. Thatõs how you 

begin to understand what kind of person you are. I am thankful for the patience 

that was given to me. I am grateful for those who taught me to go out and ex-

perience the world ð to accept change, understand difference. Who taught me to 
be analytical, critical and curious. 

 

Change is tricky ð it hides from you. As you get older you find youõve outgrown 

part of yourself. I am not the same as I was at twelve or thirteen, but I remember 

what I learned. Compassion, empathy, creativity and maybe most of all, the 
strength to create change. 

 

Thereõs a picture ð twenty of us, maybe twenty-one (I canõt remember) ð in a 

courtyard at the end of winter. I think about it sometimes and wonder where 
everyone went. 

 
 

Aaron Friend Lettner. September 6, 2011 

Questions? Ideas?  

Suggestions? 
Contact: 

Valerie Makin 

Editor, The Voice 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?  Words from a V.I.S. Alumnae  


