
 

Special points of 

interest:  

¶ Come one, come all! 

V.I.S. Community 

BBQ (P.6) 

Inside this issue  

Makin News from 

the Office 

 

Ukulele and  

1 

 

 

2 

Drop Off and Pick 

Up 

3 

School Buses 5 

Communication 

with Teachers and 

Staff 

6 

2011-2012  

Faculty and Staff 

7 

Sports Corner 9 

Important Dates 

 

A Welcome from 

the Principal 

10 

 

11 

MAKIN NEWS FROM THE OFFICE  

MICROSOFT  

Principal: Marie Lardino 

THE VOICE  
 September 2011  

We are proud to announce an exciting addition to V.I.S.õ enthusiastic faculty. Justin 

Dubé joins us in September as our new music teacher. He is excited about using 

his ukulele, guitar and vocal skills to build upon our studentsõ appreciation for  

music and their aptitude for theory and instrumentation. 

 
Justin has been studying music for over 17 years, performing professionally for six, 

and teaching privately for the past eight.  He has worked with six schools in the 

Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District School Board teaching guitar to over 

100 students from G2-8 and also most recently at a TDSB elementary school. 

 
In addition to his clear passion for music and love of teaching, Justin is pursuing a 

double major in Psychology and Human Biology (BAS) at The University of To-

ronto. He has also taken specialized courses at Berklee College of Music in Boston, 

Massachusetts in Music Production Using Reason (2007-2008) and Lyric Writing: Tools 

and Strategies (2009).  

 
As founding member of the pop/rock band everlea, Justin has recorded and toured 

internationally. Also on his musical list of achievements is a nomination for the 

2011 Much Music Video Award. 

 

Justin is very much looking forward to sharing his love of music with the V.I.S.  

community. Welcome Justin! 

We hope you have been  

enjoying a fantastic summer!  

We are excited about beginning  

another year filled with  

academic success, creativity, 

partnerships,  community work 

and parent involvement. It will 

be fun to be back at V.I.S. with 

all the fun challenges that 

brings!  

V.I.S. welcomes our 

new music teacher 

See Page 1 



Ukulele Requirement Specs. Any soprano or concert/tenor ukulele 

from Empire Music. (http://www.empire-music.com) will be fine. Please re-

quest a òGCEAó (otherwise known as the "My dog has fleas" tuning) when 

they purchase the ukulele.  

 

Also recommended is the purchase of an electronic tuner. Our music 
teacher suggests either of the following two models from Empire Music: 

 

@ $10.98 

http://www.empire-music.com/Catalogue.php?ProductID=EMT-320 

 

and @ $19.98 

http://www.empire-music.com/Catalogue.php?ProductID=SN-2 

 

Computer Requirement Specs.   Just to clarify the personal computer 

requirements, students will need computers for online research, word-

processing and project presentations such as power point. Ideally they 

would have a small pc or mac to use.  ipads do not have the same projector 

connections  to meet these requirements so are inappropriate for school 

purposes. 

 

ID Everything! Please ensure that your childõs name is clearly marked in 

permanent ink in every article of clothing and on their text books, pencil 

cases, binders,  lunch boxes, Tupperware containers and even Thermoses. 

You would likely be flabbergasted at the number of items we pack off to 

Goodwill every year because they have no ID and remain unclaimed! 

 

VIS Community BBQ.  Donõt forget that starting at 4:30 pm on  

Wednesday, September 14, the VIS Vibrations Social Committee will be 

hosting a BBQ in the courtyard right outside our school. Parents, children, 
teachers é it is always fun, always good food and always a great way to 

catch up or get acquainted with the rest of our wonderful community. Mark 

your calendars so you donõt miss it! 

 

Co-ordinate Changes:  Important! Please be sure to let us know via 

email if you have a change of mailing address, phone/cell/business number or 

email.  All our new contact sheets will be printed soon, and we want to be 

sure that we have the correct contact information so that you donõt miss 

any important news! 
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Allergy Alert. VIS has a strict NO PEANUT  policy. Absolutely no peanut 

products are to be sent to school with lunches and/or on the school. Please 

read labels carefully. At the beginning of our school year we will review our 

allergy alert. It is our policy each year to lift the alert should none of our 

students, teachers and other staff suffer from allergic reaction to peanuts. 

 

Litterless Lunches.  We need your help to role model a curriculum that 
emphasizes environmental action, so it is vital that students remaining at 

school for lunch bring a "litterless" lunch each day. As well, and because the 

school is limited in its facility to store and dispose of garbage, we are asking 

that any garbage produced from lunches be taken home by each child. 

 

Schedules and Textbooks. All textbooks should have been ordered from 

Alpha Textbooks.  The information sheet was included in the 2011-2012 

Information Package. Schedules, class lists, agendas and locks will be given 

out during the first two half days of school. 

 

Safe Arrival . Please be sure to call the school before 8:30am  or notify us 

by email if your child is going to be late or absent. The consequence for late-

ness or absenteeism without notice is that the office will begin a search for 

your child.  If you or your emergency contacts cannot be reached and your 

child remains unaccounted for, the next step is for us to call the police. We 

very much appreciate your cooperation in helping us run our Safe Arrival 

program smoothlyñplease make the call and save us all time and worry. 
 

Entrances and Exits . VIS has two entrances. Students coming to school 

on their own or with their parents are to use the main entranceñ

the double arched doors on Distillery Lane. 

 

The elevator (located in the entrance immediately to the west of our main 

doors) is used as a wheelchair access and for deliveries. Please speak with 

Julie Day or June James in the office should you need the key to the eleva-

tor. There is a stairwell access from the schoolõs second and third floors to 

Trinity St. This is to be used as an emergency exit. 

 

Drop off and Pick up . We encourage you to use our student Drop-off 

Area (10 min. max) located on Mill St. directly to the east of the main gates. 

You can also drop your child off at the Green P parking area located on the 

south side of the main courtyard. Keep in mind that there is a risk of getting 

a parking ticket in this area if you donõt pay for parking while you are in the 

school (even briefly). 
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Permission Forms and Paperwork . All permission forms, waivers, 

health and vaccine information should have been completed and returned to 

the school before the summer break.  Due to safety and insurance reasons, 

we ask for your effort to meet all due dates with signed permission forms.  

We are not able to lend money and/or accept verbal permission for any rea-

son (during lunch time or fieldtrips).  Should your child not have a signed 

permission form and payment one day prior to any given trip or event, he/
she cannot be permitted to attend, and will be asked to remain at school for  

the day.  Information such as the number of students attending, health forms 

and entrance fees are required to most field trip hosts prior to the day of 

departure. As a result, we appreciate your cooperation to return permission 

forms and money by the deadline indicated by teachers and/or the office. 

 

Uniforms. All students should be in full uniform on the first day of school. 

If you are waiting for items from Beattieõs, please ensure your child is wear-

ing a plain white t-shirt and beige pants or skirt until the uniform is deliv-

ered.  Wearing the correct uniform daily can be a challenge for some stu-

dents. However, constant reminders to students to comply with our uni-

form code can be a bigger challenge for teachers. As a result, òuniform com-

plianceó has become an area of evaluation in this yearõs Progress Re-

port.  Also, students who repeatedly ignore uniform rules will be met with 

consequences.  These can range from detention to possible suspension de-

pending on the number of reminders and on other factors. We ask you to 

kindly review the uniform policy found in your package. We appreciate you 

working with the school to ensure that your child is wearing the appropriate 

uniform daily. See Page 9 òImportant Dates 2011-2012ó of this newsletter 

for a list of our òCasualó or òGrubó Days. 

 

Student Phone Rules . A phone located in the main office is once again 

available to students for their use. Students require our  permission to 

use the phone .  The following rules must be followed: 

 

¶ All calls are kept to approximately 2 ð 3 minutes. 

¶ Calls are to be made at recess, lunch and before and after school ex-

cept in emergency situations. 

¶ The student phone is not to be used for private calls with friends. 

 
Cell phones are NOT  permitted to be "on" during school hours, and may 

be used only outside  the school building.  Cell phones are permitted on the 

school bus and outside and, if indicated by teachers, on field trips.  We are 

not able to take personal messages for your child at the Main Office unless it 

is an emergency situation. 
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Was that TODAY?  



School Buses. There will be NO bus service during the first two half days 

of school. Students cannot board the bus until they are briefed on safety 

procedures. These will take place with Mr. Ellis on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

 

The bus will run at the regular times in the mornings and afternoons as of 

Thursday, September 4 (see schedule below). The travel time to and from 

the Beaches and Riverdale is approximately 20 minutes. 
 

Note that we do not take attendance on the bus. Attendance is taken at 

school in the mornings and afternoons. On any given morning and after-

noon, it is the parentsõ responsibility to ensure safe arrival to and from the 

bus. If your child walks to and from the bus on his or her own, we encour-

age you to have a safety plan in place.  It is the responsibility of each student 

to arrive at the chosen pick-up area on time. Due to time restrictions and a 

tight schedule, the bus will wait 5 minutes and leave promptly. 

 

Bus Schedule. We have added two additional stops to our schedule. Mr. 

Ellis will now make one stop at Beech and Queen (by the Goof) each morn-

ing  and one stop each afternoon.  Occasional single tickets will be available, 

when space permits, from the office. One way fare is still $2.50. Please call 

Ms James with any questions. 

 

Morning Buses  

First Bus  

7:40 am Bus leaves from Queen and Beech (at Goof) 

7:50 am Bus leaves from Queen and Lee (across from Green P) 

8:05 am Bus arrives at Distillery 
 

Second Bus  

8:20 am Bus leaves from Queen and Lee (across from Green P) 

8:40 am Bus leaves from Chester and Danforth (at Green P lot) 

8:50 am Bus arrives at Distillery 

 

Afternoon Buses  
First Bus 

3:45 pm Bus leaves Distillery 

4:05 pm Bus arrives at Queen and Lee (across from Green P) 

 
Second Bus 

4:15 pm Bus leaves Distillery 

4:30 pm Bus arrives at Chester and Danforth (at Green P) 

4:50 pm Bus arrives at Queen and Lee (across from Green P) 

4:55 pm Bus arrives at Queen and Beech (at Goof) 
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òOn any given 

morning and  
afternoon, it is the 

parentsõ responsi-

bility to ensure 

safe arrival to and 

from the bus. It is 

the responsibility 

of each student to 

arrive at the cho-

sen pick-up area 

on time.ó 

We love our School 
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Communications.  Stay in touch and up to date by reading our monthly  

Newsletter òThe Voiceó which goes out by email at the beginning of each 

month. Occasional VIS Newsflashes! are also sent out via email. You can 

also find our newsletters at  www.voiceintermediate.com  under òNews and 

Eventsó. Read the Teachersõ activity reports in òThe Voiceó our monthly 

newsletter -- an excellent opportunity to find out about communication 
strategies with each teacher and ongoing curriculum in each subject and 

grade. 

 

Communicating with Teachers and Staff at V.I.S. You can reach any 

of us through our main office telephone number, which is 416-691-4639. 

Messages for teachers and staff can be left with our office administrators, 

who will speedily convey your messages. Please remember, however, that 

our teachers are busy busy busy - classes, extra-curriculars, planning, mark-

ing, social interactions with students, etc. - and it is sometimes impossible 

for them to return calls immediately. If your call is of a very urgent nature, 

let the person who answers the phone know, and your message may be re-

ferred to someone else who can deal with your question or concern more 

promptly. 

 

Most teachers at our school now have a dedicated e-mail address on our 

server.  Having said that, it will be left up to each individual teacher as to 

whether to communicate with parents by phone or email. 
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Students, Faculty and Parents 

You are invited to the Annual  V.I.S. Community BBQ. 

  

This is a fantastic opportunity to meet and re-connect with the people 

of  your V.I.S. Community for the 2011-12 School Year. 

  

Date:  Wednesday, September 14 

  

Time: 4:30 to 7:00pm 

  

Location:  V.I.S. School Courtyard 

  

Food and non-alcoholic beverages will be provided  

  

We look forward to seeing you there!!! 

V.I.S.  

Community 

BBQ 

http://www.voiceintermediate.com/


Marie Lardino 

Principal 

 

Pamela MacIsaac    English G8 

Vice Principal     Philosophy G8 
      

Nicole Bemister-Lardino   Global Studies G7 

Lead Teacher,     Grade 7&8 Spanish 

Head of Home Room    Dance G5-8 

 

Cathie Webb     Theatre G5-8, History G7&8, 

Lead Teacher,     G5/6 Circle, 

Head of Teacher Development  G8 Phys-ed Support 

 

 

Kristin McCullough    Math G5, English G5&7 

Head of Special Education   Science G5, Social Studies G5&6 

      Debate and Discussion G7 

 

 

Stephen Weir     Math G7&8, Art G5-8 

Coordinator of School Trips   Debate and Discussion G6 

 

 

Jamie Milroy     English G6, Math G6 

Coordinator of Local2Global   Science G6-8, Global Studies G8 

       

 

Jeff Gillespie     Physical Education G5-8 

      Coach-Competitive Sports 

 

 

Kelsey Patton     G5-8 French 

       

 

 

 

Chris Brown     Cooking G5-8 

Chef (George Brown College) 

 

 

Justin Dubé     Music G5-8 
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